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BEAST WARS


"the agenda-- part two"


ACT ONE


FADE IN:


RECAP of previous episode


Including the anticipated arrival of Cybertron, the secret meeting between Silverbolt and Blackarachnia, Megatron’s planning, and the attack on the Predacon base, including Megatron’s capture.


fade out


fade in again on:


int.  optimus’ quarters -- day


Optimus stands by the window, hands behind him, looking out at Ravage’s ship (visible) which has landed not far away.  There is a SFX: KNOCK at the door.  Optimus doesn’t turn around.


optimus (R)


Enter.


angle on the door


It slides open, REVEALING Silverbolt standing stiffly outside.  He walks into the room and stands at attention.  The door shuts behind him.


silverbolt (R)


You wanted to see me?


optimus (R)


I did.


He turns, walking over to Silverbolt and eyeing him carefully for a long moment.  Silverbolt keeps his eyes straight ahead.


optimus (R)


(after a long beat)


I don’t know how long this has been going on, but it stops right now, understand?


silverbolt (R)


I am not certain to what you are referring.


optimus (R)


I’m talking about you and a certain female Predacon.  Or am I wrong?  Tell me I’m wrong and I’ll apologize right now.


(beat)


Hmm?


Silverbolt is silent.


optimus (R)


(sourly)


Well.  That’s just prime.


silverbolt (R)


I believe I can bring her around, sir.


Optimus explodes, banging a fist down on a table so hard it smashes.


optimus (R)


Don’t be an IDIOT!  She may have been made from Maximal parts but she is a Predacon to the core!


silverbolt (R)


As was I once --


optimus (R)


YOU didn’t KNOW better!


(subsides, breathing heavily)


Silverbolt, you are one of the noblest individuals I have ever met.  That is your strength.  It is also your weakness.  Blackarachnia is USING you!


silverbolt (R)


I do not believe that, sir.


optimus (R)


Whether you believe it or not is immaterial.  The fact remains that your emotions are starting to jeopardize our situation.  And I won’t let that happen.  Not now.


He turns away.


optimus (R)


You’re confined to quarters.  I’ll send Cheetor to bring in the spider-woman.


silverbolt (R)


(worried protest)


Sir!


Optimus looks back warningly.


optimus (R)


You have something else to say, Silverbolt?


silverbolt (R)


Sir -- Optimus -- I believe that Blackarachnia will not hurt me.  But she would have no such compunction about Cheetor.  For his sake if no other, please.  Send me instead.  I will bring her in.


Optimus looks at him for a long beat.


optimus (R)


You’re confined to quarters, Silverbolt.


(into comlink)


Cheetor.  Report to me at once.


Off Silverbolt’s reaction we:


cut to:


ext.  the stealth ship -- day


PUSH IN on it as we see the lights on it FLICKER momentarily.  There is a SFX: BRIEF POWER GLITCH noise.


megatron (R vo)


So.


int.  stealth ship -- brig


Megatron is behind the horizontal bars, still bound by powerbonds.  Ravage is standing outside, arms crossed.


megatron (R)


The Tripredacus Council still smooches the skidplates of the Maximal Elders, yes.  Is it any wonder I rebelled?


Ravage smiles mockingly.


ravage (R)


The Predacons will have their moment.  But you?  


(disparaging chuckle)


I served under the original Megatron.  You have his name, but not his army.


megatron (R)


Perhaps.


(glances up as the power FLICKERS again)


But the point becomes moot if your ship is too Energon-depleted by battle to return to Cybertron.


ravage (R)


The Maximals --


megatron (R)


Have nothing.  They were expecting rescue.  I, on the other hand, have a secret store of Energon cubes, yes.  Release me -- and it is yours.


ravage (R)


I think I will take it anyway.


megatron (R)


Its location is encrypted.  And my minons have fled.


On Ravage


Looking smug.


ravage (R)


Remember the defense shutdown that triggered your capture?


megatron (R)


(suspicious)


Yess.  How did you --?


Ravage clicks on a monitor nearby.  It shows Tarantulas inside the Predacon base.


ravage (R)


Permit me to introduce Lt. Tarantulas of the Predacon Secret Police!


Tarantulas SALUTES and laughs.


tarantulas (R)


(laughter)


on megatron


Reacting in slightly melodramatic shock.


megatron (R)


A mole!  Within my own organization all this time!


(turns away, sorrowing)


And I never suspected.


A MOCKING SMILE flickers for a moment on Megatron’s face.  Ravage does not see it.  He’s looking at Tarantulas onscreen, who is accessing the Pred base computer.


tarantulas (R)


Energon cache located, Covert Agent Ravage.


Ravage gives a triumphant glance at Megatron.


ravage (R)


I’ll have the Maximals retrieve it right away.


He starts OS.  PAN OVER to Megatron as he smiles slowly to himself.


megatron (R)


(sotto)


Yes.  You do that.


and cut to:


int.  maximal ship


Cheetor rounds the corner of a corridor, looking back OS.


cheetor (R)


On my way, Big Bot!  Aw right!


He strides pridefully down the corridor, then suddenly reacts as he passes a closed metal door.  He stops, pensive a moment, then backs up, knocking tentatively on the door.


cheetor (R)


Uh... Silverbolt?


silverbolt (R vo)


Yes?


cheetor (R)


Uh -- I just kinda wanted t’say I’m sorry about all this... and I promise I’ll -- I’ll bring her in with, like, minimal damage, okay?


silverbolt (r vo)


That is very considerate of you, Cheetor.  And I am sorry too.


Cheetor (R)


Hunh?  For what?


SILVERBOLT (R VO)


For this!


SMASSH!  His fist crashes out through the metal door and cracks Cheetor across the chin, spinning him against the opposite wall.  SHOOP!  The door opens and Silverbolt steps out, grabbing Cheetor concernedly.


silverbolt (R)


Cheetor!  How do you feel!?


cheetor (R)


Whoa!  Li’l dizzy... I’ll be okay...


silverbolt (R)


Then I am again sorry.


cheetor (R)


Wha...?


CRACK!  Silverbolt decks him with another right cross.  This time Cheetor’s eyes FLASH COMICAL SPARKS and he goes down in a heap, Silverbolt considerately easing him to the floor.  Then he REACTS back to:


rattrap (R vo)


Hey!


on rattrap


At the far end of the corridor.  He HITS an alarm button.


rattrap (R)


Ya sucker-punchin’ spaniel!


Alarm klaxons SOUND.  Silverbolt sprints up the corridor.


ext.  the maximal base -- day


There is a BLAST as a wall BLOWS OUT from one of Silverbolt’s wing-missiles.  In the next instant Silverbolt is LEAPING out, TRANSFORMING in the air to Beast Mode even as autoguns RISE from the rocks.


new angle -- ariel


Silverbolt STREAKS UP and PAST CAM, dodging EXPLOSIONS as the autoguns BLAST the air around him.


from the ground -- looking up


We SEE Silverbolt angle off and speed into the distance after the long-vanished Blackarachnia.  PULL BACK to REVEAL Optimus and Rattrap, in Robot Modes, now outside the base looking up.


Rattrap (R)


(slightly wistful sigh)


I useta be young like that.


Optimus glares down at him. 


optimus (R)


What!?


rattrap (R)


(hastily)


I mean we got trouble!  Oh yeah.  


new angle on them


Looking after the departing Silverbolt.  Optimus is furious and Rattrap is worried.


rattrap (R cont)


Trouble with a capital “B”!


and fade out


end act one


�
act two


fade in:


ext.  sky -- day


CHEETOR and OPTIMUS (Vehicle Modes) are streaking through the sky.


optimus (V)


How’s the head?


Cheetor shakes it gingerly.


cheetor (V)


More fatheaded than fractured, Big Bot.  Man, I’m a cat!  I oughta know better than t’trust a dog!


optimus (V)


Silverbolt believed he was acting in your best interests.


cheetor (V)


Yeah?  Well I look forward t’ returning th’ favor!  Pow!


(smacks one paw into the other)


new angle -- upshot


Optimus looks down.


optimus (V)


There’s the cave.  Megatron’s energon cache should be right down there.


They angle downward.


cut to:


int.  cave -- looking out -- day


We HEAR the SFX: OPTIMUS and CHEETOR LAND AND TRANSFORM outside.  A beat, and then Cheetor (R) DASHES IN, weapon ready, commando-style.  Optimus takes a flanking position.  They scan the cave, and then Optimus signals Cheetor to go ahead.  Cheetor DASHES forward.


int.  cave -- main room


There is a large pile of Energon crystals in the center of the room.  PAN OVER to the tunnel leading outside as Cheetor, still commando-style, SKIDS IN sideways, weapon ready.  He SEES the pile and REACTS, gun lowering dejectedly.


cheetor (R)


Awww, MAN!


optimus (R vo)


What is it?


cheetor (R)


Th’ energon’s here, but it’s RAW!


Optimus dashes to a defensive position just inside the main room, staying cautious.


optimus (R)


Eh?


cheetor (R)


No good for us -- Megabrain musta made a mistake.


optimus (R)


Not if I know Megatron.  Weapons online, Cheetor!  Prepare to fall back!


cheetor (R)


What!?  What is this?


At that moment - BABABABOOM!  Blasts STREAK IN from above, EXPLODING against the rocks beside them.  They DIVE to one side.


new angle -- dramatic


Inferno (R) comes flying down from a high alcove, BLASTING his weapon.


inferno (R)


By Royal Command!


on optimus


Behind some rocks, looking grim.


optimus (R)


Two words, Cheetor.  A trap!


and cut to:


ext.  the skies -- elsewhere


Waspinator ZOOMS past cam and into the distance.  HOLD a BEAT and then Blackarachnia, in her flying stasis pod, ZOOMS after him.


on blackarachnia -- tracking


So intent on following Waspinator that she doesn’t see Silverbolt fly up alongside.


silverbolt (b)


(wolf howl/police siren whoop)


blackarachnia (R)


(startled AAACK!)


silverbolt (B)


Ma’m, pull this vehicle over, please.


blackarachnia (R)


No!  Get out of here!  I’m busy!


silverbolt (B)


Very well then, prepare to be boarded.


He TRANSFORMS and LANDS in the back of the stasis pod.


new angle -- flying stasis pod -- tracking


Blackarachnia whips out her weapon and points it at him.


blackarachnia (R)


And you can prepare to be blown away if you don’t leave!


silverbolt (R)


I want you to return with me to the Maximals.


blackarachnia (R)


Get a clue, you canine cretin!  I’m a Predacon!  I’m evil!  I will shoot you!


silverbolt (R)


My heart tells me that you will not.


blackarachnia (R)


Aaaarggh!


BLAM!  She shoots him in the leg.  Silverbolt sits down heavily in the back of the pod, looking surprised.  Sparks crackle in his leg.


silverbolt (R)


You shot me!


blackarachnia (R)


No slag, Sherlock!  I’m evil!  Now do you believe me?


silverbolt (R)


And yet -- you ensured the wound would not be mortal.  Your inner Maximal goodness prevented--


Blackarachnia grabs him by the shoulders and shakes him.


blackarachnia (R)


(interrupting)


SHUT UP SHUT UP SHUT UP!


She subsides, panting and glaring.  They are both face to face still, the pod screaming unattended through the air.  Silverbolt gives her a wry heroic grin through the pain.


silverbolt (R)


I know how you’re feeling.  You don’t know whether to kiss me or kill me.


blackarachnia (R)


I’m a black widow spider, you idiot!  I can do both!


Grabbing his head, she yanks his face to hers just as we:


zip ahead to:


waspinator -- in the air


TRANSFORMING to a halt and pulling out a gizmo with blinking lights on it as he HOVERS.  He checks the device.


waspinator (R)


Waspinator has reached coordinates.  But where is -- ACK!


CRASSSH!!  The stasis pod, still unpiloted, has streaked up and SMASHED into his back.  Waspinator is knocked to comical flinders.  The stasis pod is smashed apart, its occupants tumbling out.


blackarachnia (R)


(startled scream)


on blackarachnia


Falling, tumbling downward through the rubble of the pod.


blackarachnia (R)


(falling yell which cuts off as:)


Silverbolt SWOOPS UP through the debris and CATCHES her in his arms.  PUSH IN on them as he begins to lower toward the ground.


blackarachnia (R)


Oh, you’re not saving my life again?  Even after I shot you?


silverbolt (R)


It’s my duty, m’am.  As a Maximal, and as a Heroic Character.


Blackarachnia just blinks at this, then sighs and drapes her arms on his shoulders.


blackarachnia (R)


You know, I like ‘em big and stupid, but you’re really pushing it.


They LOWER OS and we:


cut to:


int.  ravage’s ship --comm panel -- day


We HEAR Optimus’ voice CRACKLING over the comlink.


optimus (vo, energon static)


This is Optimus Primal calling Ravage!  Come in!


WIDEN as Ravage hits the comm button.


ravage (R)


Ravage here, Primal.  Have you the Energon?


cut to:


optimus and cheetor -- inside cave -- firefight


They are exchanging blasts with Inferno, the cave SHAKING with explosions.


optimus (R)


It was a trap!  The Energon’s unstable, useless!


cheetor (R)


Uh-oh!  Look!


ANGLE ON INFERNO


As Energon EFX start SURGING over him.  


cheetor (R)


He’s got Energon buildup!


With a YELL, Inferno FALLS OVER on his side, helpless but glaring.  His gun is still in hand.


inferno (R)


(straining)


For... the... ROYALTY!


BLAM!  he FIRES directly at the pile of Energon crystals.  They BLAST and SHATTER, the Energon EFX GOING CRITICAL...


on optimus and cheetor


They REACT, sprinting for the tunnel mouth, as behind them the raw Energon ERUPTS in a blast that widens until it WHITES SCREEN and we:


fade out


end act two


�
act three


fade in:


dramatic shot -- in the tunnel -- as before


Optimus and Cheetor are RUNNING up it as behind them the explosion BLASTS, the flames filling screen --


optimus, cheetor (R)


YAAAAAAA!


ext.  cavern -- new angle -- high downshot


The whole place EXPLODES in a blast of flame and debris.  From the middle of it we SEE Optimus and Cheetor, in Vehicle Modes, roaring UP and PAST CAM as the blast SHAKES SCREEN...


and cut to:


int.  ravage’s ship -- brig


Ravage comes to a stop in front of Megatron’s cell, stiffly angry.


ravage (R)


So.  It was a trap.


megatron (R)


(sarcastic)


No.  Really?


ravage (R)


You are a piece of work.  Even imprisoned, you still operate your own agenda.


megatron (R)


I am not naive.  You have no intention of returning me -- or any of us -- to Cybertron alive.


ravage (R)


That is true.  But your crew is scattered and I want no witnesses.  Still --


He pushes a control button.  Massive gimbal-mounted autoguns LOWER DOWN from the ceiling beside him.


ravage (cont)


-- why should I tolerate your existence any longer?


Megatron just smiles.


megatron (R)


Did you ever wonder why I stole the Golden Disk in the first place?


ravage (R)


You were looking for Energon.


megatron (R)


That was a bonus.  It allowed me to recruit a crew, and gave potential for power.  But the real reason was this.


ripple diss to:


ext.  modern-day earth from space


Showing the Voyager Spacecraft zooming away from it, the Golden Disk attached to its frame.


megatron (R)


The Golden Disk was launched from Earth aboard the Voyager Spacecraft just as the secret war between the Autobots and Decepticons began.


back on megatron


Looking crafty despite his bonds.


megatron (R)


The original Megatron -- your commander -- had every intention of winning.  But like myself, he covered his bets.


back to flashback -- closer on the golden disk in space


We SEE faintly in its surface the reflection of the original GI Megatron’s face as a LASER BEAM streaks down and begins scribing into the edge of the disk.


megatron (r cont)


He inscribed a secret message into the Golden Disk.


back on megatron


Looking intent.


megatron (R)


A message which I myself discovered and decoded.


Ravage sneers.


ravage (R)


I am expected to believe you?  You said yourself the disk was destroyed.


Megatron taps the powerbonds that still bind him meaningfully.  Ravage frowns, but turns to address the computer.


ravage (R)


Arm autoguns.  Target the prisoner.


predacon computer


Targeting.


The autoguns swing to track Megatron.  


ravage (R)


Release the powerbonds.


new angle on megatron


The powerbonds FADE and VANISH.  He can move his arms again.  He reaches up carefully and removes a triangular chunk of gold from his chest compartment.


megatron (R)


The disk was destroyed.  But a fragment remains.


He inserts the chunk into his disk-player (ref. ep 35).  It begins whipping around.


megatron (R)


And I am not expecting you to believe me.


The player PROJECTS a glimmering light.


on ravage


He REACTS in astonishment as he SEES:


angle on the image


It is a hologram of the original GI Megatron’s face speaking.  (NOTE:  G1 Megatron was voiced by Frank Welker, which would be cool if we could get him.  Ask Sue.)


g1 megatron (HOLO)


This is Megatron, leader of the Decepticons.  And if you are hearing this, it means I failed -- this time.


(evil laugh)


But I know that Transwarp technology is being developed.  


on ravage


Staring in rapt astonishment at the image.


g1 megatron (cont vo)


And so I leave this message to any Decepticon descendants that may find- may find - may find... (clicking like a broken record)


The fragment spins to a halt.  WIDEN as Megatron shuts it off and looks at Ravage with eyebrows raised.


Ravage stares for a long moment, still dazed by what he has seen.  Then he comes to a decision.


ravage (R)


Autoguns offline.  Retract bars.


predacon computer


Complying.


wider


The autoguns RAISE back into the ceiling and the cell bars RETRACT.  Ravage faces Megatron squarely.


ravage (R)


Now.  Let us talk.


and cut to:


ext.  rocky mountainside -- day -- low angle


(For what it is worth, this is early Mount St. Helens, before it exploded.)  We SEE a comical image of Waspinator’s hand crawling to retrieve one of his feet in the rocks, while his head, lying nearby, supervises.


waspinator (R)


(sotto whine)


Not fair.  Waspinator minding own business when BANG get whole stasis pod right up the kazooty...


PAN UP to REVEAL Blackarachnia and Silverbolt about a hundred yards away, pulling rocks out of a blocked-in tunnel and hurling them aside.


silverbolt, blackarachnia (R)


(grunts of effort)


closer on silverbolt and blackarachnia


Silverbolt tosses another boulder aside and eyes the rubble.


silverbolt (R)


It doesn’t make sense.  It appears someone dug this tunnel, then blasted it shut.


Blackarachnia holds up a purple power-casing she’s found in the rocks.


blackarachnia (R)


This give you any clue?


silverbolt (R)


Megatron?


blackarachnia (R)


Got it in one, JoJo.  Now why don’t you haul your hero hiney out of here?  I don’t recall inviting you to the picnic.


ON SILVERBOLT


He draws himself up nobly.


silverbolt (R)


I will not leave without you.


blackarachnia (R)


It’s dangerous.  Probably a trap.


silverbolt (R)


Ah!  Your inner Maximal goodness shows concern!


WIDER


Blackarachnia sighs and hauls out her blaster again, taking aim.


blackarachnia (R)


Thaaaat’s it.  Vital circuits this time.


Silverbolt holds up his hands hastily.


silverbolt (R)


My apologies.  I won’t call your bluff.


blackarachnia (R)


Then you’ll leave?


silverbolt (R)


Not without you.


blackarachnia (R)


Aaaargh!


(holsters weapon, sighs)


All right, then make yourself useful.


She steps closer to Silverbolt.


blackarachnia (r cont)


See that big boulder right there?  


She scratches a claw lightly down his chest-armor.


blackarachnia (r cont)


Think you can take it out?


Silverbolt straightens proudly, wing-launchers flipping out.  He extends an arm nobly, pushing Blackarachnia safely behind him.


silverbolt (R)


Stay back, citizen!


new angle -- behind him


he LAUNCHES his wing-grenades.  They IMPACT on the boulder which EXPLODES in a tremendous blast, with Silverbolt, fists on hips, facing the flying debris unflinchingly (like the Terminator blowing open the lab door in “T2”.)  Sheltered behind him, Blackarachnia puts a claw over her face and shakes her head tiredly...


and cut to:


ext.  the skies near the maximal base -- dusk


Optimus and Cheetor, in Vehicle Mode, are making their way tiredly back from the Energon explosion.  They are still singed and sooty.


optimus (V)


(into his comlink)


Optimus to Maximal Base.  What is your status?  Report.


We HEAR Rattrap’s voice crackle out of the speaker.


rattrap (vo radio)


Well, I got good news an’ bad news, Fearless Leader.


Optimus and Cheetor exchange a glance.


optimus (v)


All right, what’s the good news?


rattrap (vo radio)


Well, th’ GOOD news is we don’t haveta kowtow t’that stinkin’ Decepticon any longer.


Optimus frowns.


optimus (V)


And the bad news?


new angle -- sky above base -- dusk


Optimus and Cheetor are headed down toward it as they HEAR:


rattrap (vo radio)


Th’ BAD news is -- he’s switched sides!


Before our eyes Ravage’s ship LIFTS into the air and HOVERS, weapons flipping out.  It OPENS FIRE on the base, which barely gets Sentinel up in time. Explosions BLAST and SHATTER around the rocks.


new angle -- on the ship


It SWINGS around in the air and UNLEASHES a salvo at Optimus and Cheetor.


on optimus and cheetor


The salvo HITS and EXPLODES around them, KNOCKING them from the sky.


optimus, cheetor (V)


(impact, falling yells)


through windshield of ship -- on ravage


Exulting as he fires.


ravage (R)


DECEPTICONS FOREVER!


he LEAPS into the air, above the rim of the window (so we can’t see him.)  We HEAR the SFX: WONKA-WONKA-WONK of the old-fashioned Decepticon transformation and then he DROPS back into sight as his original oval Cybertronian cassette form, LANDING in a slot in the control panel.  Immediately, we HEAR the MUSIC CUE: ORIGINAL TRANSFORMERS THEME fire up...


wide angle -- dramatic


the ship TURNS to FACE CAM, REVEALING that Megatron, hovering in Robot Mode, is in the air behind it and that Rampage, in Tank Mode, is thundering up on the ground.  They all OPEN FIRE right INTO CAM and as the blast FILLS SCREEN we:


smash out


end act three


end part two
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